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against his brother-in-law, and when after a prolonged voy-
age to India and elsewhere, the duke on landing at Trieste,
ran over from there to the neighboring seaside resort of
Abbazia, for the purpose of visiting the German imperial
couple, who were spending the early spring there with
their children, the kaiser declined to receive his brother-
in-law and went out shooting, so as to avoid an interview
with him, the princely prodigal meeting with no one ex-
cept his sister, the empress, with whom he had an inter-
view of a couple of hours.
It is generally believed that Princess Charlotte's missing
diary is to-day in the possession of the emperor, after
having been seized by the police among the correspondence
of Duke Ernest-Gunther's fair friend; for the former very
warm affection manifested by William for his eldest sister,
arising from the belief that she had been subjected to as
harsh treatment as he imagined himself to have received
at the hands of their mother, the imperious, masterful and
immensely clever Empress Frederick, appears since the
anonymous letter episode to have given way to feelings
of distrust, and even dislike. Princess Charlotte and her
husband have been ever since that time virtually banished
from the Court of Berlin, at which they are rarely if ever
seen. Prince Bernhardt of Saxe-Meiningen, was trans-
ferred to the command of the troops at Breslau, although
he has but little taste for a military career, and is far more
devoted to art, literature, music, and the drama, than to
soldiering. At Berlin his duties as a general were more or
less titular, and he had all the leisure which he required for
the researches into the affairs of modern and ancient
Greece, which have won for him celebrity as one of the
most erudite Hellenists of the present time. He was sur-
rounded by a congenial circle of friends possessed of the
4

